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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 



817 


ACTION 


SECRET 


February 10, 1975 


MEMORANDUM FOR: 
FROM: 

SUBJECT: 


South Vietnamese President Nguyen Van Thieu has written the President 
(Tab B) citing his concern over the recent step-up in North Vietnamese 
attacks, expressing thanks for the Presidents personal efforts in 
seeking supplemental aid for South Vietnam and appealing to the President 
to take all action necessary to preserve the Paris Agreement, 

At Tab A is a draft Presidential reply to President Thieu 1 s letter. 

The Presidents reply thanks President Thieu for his letter, indicates 
that the President shares his concern over the recent escalation of 
military activity, conveys the Presidents praise for the gallant per- 
formance of South Vietnam's military forces, and states the President's 
intention to do everything within his means to provide South Vietnam 
with the supplies necessary to defend itself. 

A memorandum from you to the President transmitting the suggested 
reply is at T ab I. 

Paul Theis has seen the draft response and concurs. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you sign the memorandum to the President at Tab I. 


GENERAL SCOWCROFT 

WILLIAM L. STEARMAN 

Presidential Reply to a Letter from 
South Vietnamese President Thieu 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 


817 


ACTION 


SECRET 


MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: BRENT SCOWCROFT 

SUBJECT: Reply to a Letter to You from 

South Vietnamese President Thieu 


South Vietnamese President Nguyen Van Thieu has written you (Tab B) 
citing his concern over the recent step-up in North Vietnamese attacks, 
expressing thanks for your personal efforts in seeking supplemental 
aid for South Vietnam and asking that you take all action necessary 
to preserve the Paris Agreement. 

At Tab A is a draft reply from you to President Thieu. Your reply 
thanks him for his letter, indicates that you share his concern over 
the recent escalation of military activity, conveys your praise for 
the gallant performance of South Vietnam's military forces, and 
states your intention to do everything within your means to provide 
South Vietnam with the supplies necessary to defend itself. 

Paul Theis has seen the draft response and concurs. 

RECOMMENDATION: 


That you sign the draft response at Tab A. 
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Dear Mr. President: 

I appreciate your thoughtful letter of January 25. 
Vietnam is very much on my mind, and I share 
your concern over North Vietnam's failure to ob- 
serve the most fundamental provisions of the Paris 
Agreement and over the heightened level of North 
Vietnamese military pressure. 


Once again the South Vietnamese people and armed 
forces are effectively demonstrating their deter- 
mination to resist Hanoi's attacks, despite your ex- | 

isting limitations on ammunition and other supplies. ! 

I was particularly impressed by the performance of j 

your forces at the Phuoc Long province capital and J 

at Ba Den Mountain, where they were overwhelmed jS 

only by greatly superior numbers after being cut off J 

from resupply and reinforcement. y 

9 

Even though your offers to reinstitute negotiations 'J 

have been rejected thus far, they clearly demonstrate jj 

that it is the Communist side -- not the Republic of I 

Vietnam — which is prolonging the war. We continue j 

to believe that implementation of the Paris Agreement, ! 

with direct negotiations between the Vietnamese parties, 
is the quickest, most appropriate, and most effective 
way to end the bloodshed in Vietnam. We strongly sup- 
port your efforts to resume negotiations and, in the 
meantime, I intend to do everything I can to ensure 

that the United States provides South Vietnam with the 
means to defend itself. 
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The path to peace is never easy. It has been extraor 
dinariiy long and difficult in Vietnam. But I remain 
hopeful that if we persevere we will yet reach our 
objective of a fair 1 -peace, a lasting peace and a peace 
which is consistent* with the will of the South Vietna- 
mese people — justifying the sacrifices of the Viet- 
namese and American peoples. 

Sincerely, 
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His Excellency 
Nguyen Van Thieu 

President of the Republic of Vietnam 
Saigon 
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THE jVHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 


SECRE T 


Dear Mr, President: 

Your thoughtful letter of\January 25 comes at a time 
when Vietnam is very much on my* mind and on the 
minds of other people here and throughout the world* 

I chare your concern about North Vietnam* s failure to 
observe the most fundamental provisions of the Paris 
Agreement and about the heightened level of North 
Vietnamese military pressure. 

Once again the South Vietnainese people and armed 
forces are effectively demonstrating their determina- 
tion to resist Hanoi’s attacks, despite the existing 
limitations on ammunition anu other supplies with 
which you are faced. I was particularly impressed 
by the gallant performance ofWour forces at the Phuoc 
Long province capital and at bW Den Mountain, where 
they were overwhelmed only by greatly superior num- 
bers after being cut off from resupply and reinforcement, 

In spite of North Vietnam’s escalating military attacks, 
your Government continues to pr&ss for unconditional 
resumption of the negotiations which the Communists 
broke off last summer* Even though your several 
offers to reinstitute negotiations have all been rejected 
thus far, they demonstrate that it is the Communist 
side -- not the Republic of Vietnam -- which is pro- 
longing the war. We continue to believe that imple- 
mentation of the Paris Agreement, with direct negotia- 
tions between the Vietnamese parties, is the quickest, 
most appropriate, and most effective way to end the 
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bloodshed in Vietnam; we, therefore, strongly support 
your efforts to resume Negotiations . 


We have frequently stated that the United States would 
provide South Vietnam with the means to defend itself, 
and I intend to do everything I can to achieve this ob- 
jective# Specifically, as you know, I have just re- 
quested the Congress to appropriate an additional $300 
million in military aid this; fiscal year to help provide 
your forces with the ammunition* and other Supplies 
needed to turn back North Vietnamese attacks# 


The path to peace is never easjh# It has been extraor- 
dinarily long and difficult in Vietnam. But I remain 
hopeful that if we persevere we will yet reach our ob- 
jective of a fair peace, a lasting peace, a peace which 
is consistent with the will oA the So\ith Vietnamese 
people and which justifies thk sacrifices of the Vietna- 
mese and American peoples. 

Sincerely, 
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His Excellency 
Nguyen Van Thieu 

President of the Republic of Vietnam 
Saigon 
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